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PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

Of North Carolina Under the Late Governor W. W. Holden—Extracts Fr: m
the Executive Letter Book of That Period

AMessenger Bureau, Park Hotel,
Raleigh, N. C., August 14.

Thirty-two pages of a very large
book in the executive department are
devoted to the records of the ‘Provi-
sional government of North Carolina.”
wW. W. Holden was, by appointment of
President Andrew Johnson, provisional

governor. The first letter is  dated
June 13th and the last December 23,
1865. The first record on the volume is

general order No. 88, department of
North Carolina, dated June 12th, and is
signed by I A. Campbell, adjutant gen-
eral to Major General John M. Scho-
field., Thig order is as follows:

“Hon. Jonathan Worth having been
npointed by his excellency the gov-
crnor of North Carolina public treas-
urer of the state, the keys and all pub-
property and records required by
tv be held in the custody of the
treasurer will be turned over to
f{on, . R, Thomas having been
appointed secretary of state,
and other public prop-
to be Kept in hig custody
to him and the
heretofore occu-
of state will be
ror his use, All offices in the
required by the different state
will be turned -over to them
ieition of the governor.'
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The first leiter is from Governor Hol-
len to President Johnston and says:
“ulonel David Heath, treasury agent,
i« abiout removing a lot of cotton
longing to this state at Graham depot.
Thiz was not captured prior to the sur-
render of General Johnston, General
Qehofield favors its restoration to the
but does not feel empowered to
g order. T earncstly hope that none

hé -

state,

of the property belonging to the state
will be ¢laimed as forfeited to the
[Tnited States. Enough of payments
can be collected to pay the expenses of
the provisional government, including
the convention and first meeting of the
the cneral assembly., In view of the
destitnte eondition of  our peaple
I beg you not to enforce confiscating
F state property.”
- - - * * * - &

June 16th Holden urged Schofield to
continue in the serviee the First North
Carolina troops, saying: “The regi-
ment volunteered to stand by the gov-
ernment when a failure of the national

canse would have cogt them their lives
and their property and when the men
by whom they had usually been con-
trolled were doing everyvthing in their
power against the national govern-
ment. I ask them to be continued in
sopvice hecause it is now too late to
a crop. I ask that they be re-
to garrison eastern Carolina,
most of them belong to

raise
tained
hecause

urgently request it, preferring them
to colored troops. This is the general
wish of the loyal men in that portion of
the state. Also that those who may
be mustered out may retain their arms,
and those having horses may take
them home.'”
- - . «

In a letter to E. 1.

MeLean, R, M. Orrell, K.

- - *

Pemberton, Arch
R. Black, J.

poor and afflicted at Fayetteville,
ilolden expressed his deep sympathy
and said: "1 have urged in the very
strongest terms upon General Schofield
the necessity for the reissue of rations
and have no doubt that he will comply
with my request. A county court will
in a very short time be organized in
Cumberland, to which will be confided
the care of the poor and needy of the
county.

’ $lt_ l.eeo and M. McKrion asking aid for
!
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Huzh MeceCulloch, secretary of the
I"'nited States treasury, telegraphed

June 17th to Heaton: “Ship the so-called

cotton to New York as captured
without regard to state

‘state’
property,
clajms."
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June 18th is the date of the following
lotter from Alfred M. Waddell, of Wil-
mington: “1 address this communica-
tion to vou at the request of a number
of the most intelligent and respectable
citizens of Wilmington and urgently
request that you will take such prompt
action upon it as may seem hest, Wil-
mingion is garrisoned by negro troops,
and although our people have behaved
with remarkable propriety, the fre-
quent and indeed daily outrages com-
mitted by these troops or by other
neeroes instigated by them have ex-

ted serious and well grounded fears
for the safety of our unarmed and de-
fenceless people. This is not the result
of panie nor is it the utterance of pas-
sion or prejudice, but 1 do assure you
that our people, of all classes, are
alarmed, and justly so, at the very
threatening aspect of affairs here. The
military authorities have generally pro-
tected the citizens and punished evil
doers, but it is impossible to deny the
fact that greater latitude is allowed to
the neero soldiers than was allowed to
the white and that there is less dispo-
sition to investigate and punish of-
fopnees  committed by them. TUnless
there is a change for the better it will
inevitally result in massacre. The ne-
groes firmly believe that all the proper-
ty is theirs by right and that every
delay in the assertion of their
richt ie rondering their claims weaker,
anid they are strengthened in this be-
lief v their teachers and preachers.
wlieve the government will wink
attempt to assert, even by force
there ideas and will maintain
their elaims of equality. If they read
an official denial of such intention on
part of the government (as in two
of which I am personally cog-
nizant), even if told by the freedman’s
bhureanu of their mistake, they are ut-
terly ineredulous and become impatient
until their faith is bolstered by assur-
ances from the negro soldiers or others
of like ideas. The general commanding
here etated in my presence he heard an
orderly surgeant in charge of the guard
in the centre of the town order a negro
anldier to arrest a citizen, who was
vionlating no order and if he rez'sted to
bayvonet him:; the general reprimanded
the sergeant. * * All the loyal
people here ask is the protection and
the enjoyment of such rigts as have
been promised them by the president’s
proclamation. There is no disposition
to interfere with the negroes in any
way, but a very strong indisposition to
be placed at their mercy. * * We
desire a white garrison. I respectfully
tender you my congratulations, sir, and
subseribe myself your friend and fel-
low citizen.”

* . » * * * * *
June 18%th General Schofield notified
he commanding officer at Fayetteville
0f cases of destitution reported there
Which should be relieved by the gov-
€ernment—*"of people who had bheen

Biripped provisions by the army: and
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that | “permit me, general, to call your at-

coection and because the citizens there !
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{ of thg adjoining counties.

[ selves.”
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who had no means of supplying them-
Meat and flour enough to last
thirty days were ordered issued to each
family found upon special examination

! by an officer to be absolutely destitute.
|

Holden asked Seward, United States
secretary of state, whether paroled
coldiers would be allowed to vote for
delegates to the state convention, upon
taking the amnesty oath, or whether
such soldiers would have to procure
the president’'s pardon.

L] L ] L - . - L

William A. Marcom, a white man
who shot a negro male thief, came to
Raleigh and surrendered to Governor
Holden., The latter wrote Major-Gen-
eral (.‘ug, asking what he must do with
Marcom, as there were no civil tribu-
nals. He had therefore put Marcom in
charge of the provost marshal. He
concludes the letter by saying: “Mr.
Marcom has always borne a good
character up to this unfortunate trans-
action and after committing the act he

promptly surrendered himself to me.”
L - - L - - & -

The next letter is from Z. B. Vance to
Haolden, saying a considerable sum of
money was in the state’s court. This
letter was published in full as a “pen-
dant” to the extracts from Vance’s let-
ter-book.

- * * * * - *

June 2Znd Holden sent to Maj. Gen.
J. D, Cox Waddell’s letter, also one for
dohn Pool, of Windsor (the letter does
not appear in the letter book). Holden
says: “The gentleman are true and
loyal and ever reliable and influential
citizens, Similar complaints have
bheen made to me by many worthy cit-
izens of Wilmington, of New Bern and
I earnestly
commend these matters to your favor-
able consideration and ask that you
take such action as in your judgment
will velieve the citizens.”

- - W ] * *

Gen. Cox replied June 23rd that he
had ordered Marcom held until the civil
courts were organized: but if the de-
lay was very great he would, with Hol-

den’s approbation order a military
court to try the case.”
& % ® & W * * 3
On the same day Gen. Cox replied

to Holden’s letter containing the Wad-
dell and Pool complaints and said:
“In responsge to complaints by the citi-
zens of Wilmington and Windsor of
mishehavior of the troops stationed in
those vicinities T will state that 1 have
given stringent orders to the command-
ing generals of the districts of Beau-
fort and Wilmington in regard thereto
which I sincerely hope will effectually
prevent any like outrages in the fu-

ture.”
E] L & 3 & 3 ] -
June 24th Holden thanked Cox for
the letter above quoted and added:

tention to the enclosed paper (not
copied in the letter book) signed by a
Jarge number of worthy and influential
citizens of Wilmington. Messrs. Wal-
lace, Russell and Waddell, who will de-
liver this, are gentlemen of high char-
acter. They desire to confer with you
on the subject. Without offering or
desiring to make any discrimination
between troops of the U. 8. I have re-
spectfully to ask, what I presume will
he accorded, that their representations
in relation to the condition of things

in Wilmington and vicinity may re-
ceive yvour earnest and favorable con-
sideration.”

* L] * » * - * .

Maj. I. W. Atwell of the First regi-
ment N. C. U, T.. telegraphed from
New Bern that the regiment deserved
to be mustered out, as the muster rules
were ready and it would not be policy
to retain it in service. Holden replied
that Schofield had determined to mus-
ter the regiment out and that he ac-
aquiesced in this cheerfully, and that
the regiment would be allowed to re-
tain arms and horses. He added: “I
have written a letter to Col. Eastman
(the commander of the First) at Camp
Chattanooga, returning my thanks to
the regiment for confidence expressed
in me.,”

* *® *® * * * L ]

June 19th James Speed, U. S. attor-
ney general, wrote: ‘‘The president
has referred to me your letter of 13th
regarding paroled prisoners and their
right to vote, I am instructed to say
that the paroled rebel soldiers who are
not excluded because of some other ex-
ception in the proclamation of the
president of May 29, 1865, should be
allowed to take the benefit of the am-
nesty and vote.”

June 21st Attorney General Speed
wrote Holden: ‘““We are very anxious
to appoint a judge, atornety and mar-
shal for N. C. It is very important
that the court should be open. We
want natives or residents of your state
and fit men. It is greatly to be regret-
ed that the gentlemen cannot take the
oath prescribed. Such men should be
in the service of the government. This
disapointment must not stay our ef-
forts. Though you and your efforts
we hope proper men may be found
who can qualify. Will you be good
enough to look around and see whether
the places cannot be filled?”

- - * ® ™ -

June 24th President Johnson wrote
that a special pardon was not necessa-
ry for any military men below the
rank specified in his proclamation of
May 29th.

- - - * * * - -

June 26th General Cox was notified
that “a county police has been appoint-
ed in Halifax and Northampton and
are armed with muskets, but have no
ammunition. There is a large class of
idle population in these counties and I
request you to at once furnish these
police with ammunition.”

Many prominent residents of the mil-
itary district of Beaufort, A. T. Jen-
kins, G. W. Dill and some forty others,
wrote the governor, eulogizing General
I. N. Palmer, the commander of that
district, and urging that he be contin-
ued the command; that “histender re-
gard for the feelings of those powerless
to help themselves from insult, etc,,
had created for him the profoundest
respect and admiration.” The state-
ment was also made that no officer
could be more successful in developing
a substantial union sentiment.

= - * L L * &® ®
June 20th Holden wrote the presi-
dent: The “following officers, citizens

of North Carolina, are yvet in confine-
ment: At Johnson's island—K. M.
Murchison, colonel Fifty-fourth regi-
ment; R. F. Webb, colonel Sixth regi-
ment; Edward Cantwell, judge Third
army corps court; — Garrett, lieuten-
ant colonel Sixty-fourth regiment; Lu-
Cuss I. Johnson, major Seventeenth
regiment; A. Avery, major — regiment.
At Fort Delaware—James W. Hinton,
colonel Sixty-eighth regiment. I must

respectfully request that
be paroled and be permi

these officers

home. The community is quiet and no
danger may be apprehendsd from
them. In most cases the situation of
their families requires their presence
at hcme.”
. - L L ] L ] - L J »®
July 1st is the date of the following,
to Dr. E. C. Fisher: “It is charged by
William Carlton, of Williamsboro,
Granville county, that you offered him
$5,000 for 'Old Abe’s head.” I have re-
ceived instructions from Washington to
investigate this charge. You are here-
by notified of it. Meanwhile, I would
like to hear from you in relation to the
charge, which is certainly very serious
in its character.”
- - - -
July 4th this telegram to the presi-
dent: “I am informed that Mrs. Vance,
the wife of Z. B. Vance, is dangerously
ill at Statesville, in this state. I re-
spectfully ask that he may be permit-
ted to visit his family on his parole of

honor.”
-

The same day S. D. Wallace was not-
ified that the United States would, in a
short time, turn over the railway from
Wilmington to Goldsboro to the cor-
porative officers. Wallace was presi-
dent of the Wilmington and ‘Weldon.
Wallace was asked to call a meeting to
reorganize the officers and to make
this correspondent with the notice of
President Webb, of the North Carolina
railroad, and President Whitford, of
the Atlantic and North Carolina rail-
road, in reference to excepted classes
and to having taken the oath of am-
nesty.

*

Holden recommended W. M. Poisson
for prosecutor at Wilmington. The ap-
pointment was made, hut Poisson
wrote that he could not take the “iron

clad” ocath: that he was always op-
posed to the war, and to “prevent hav-
ing to enter the confederate arrmny to

fight against the stars and stripes took
a position as clerk and government

which T held until I got a position on
the Wilmington and Weldon railroad,
which would exempt me from service.
I have taken President Lincoln’s am-
nesty oath and ean prove my union
gentiments throughout the war.” Hol-
den was notified that Poisson could not
aualify and that this was greatly re-
gretied by the postmaster general, but
that another man must be named.
® * * * : *® £ L 3

July 15th Holden wrote “the mayor
and commissioners of the town of Wil-
mington: “Your communication of the
12th instant, econcerning the conduct of
the colored people of your town, and
yvour apprehensions of an insurrection,
has been forwarded to Major General
Ruger, commanding the department of
Narth Carolina, with an earnest appeal
to him to take the matter immediately
into consideration, and with a request
that he arm the police guard of New
Hanover and also furnish wyou with
arms and ammunition. You acted
rightly in not appointing any of the
colored people to office. That the
right to hold office depends upon the
right of suffrage is plain, and this is
to be settled hereafter by the state, as
provided for in the president’s procla-
mantion. If the colored people attempt
by armed force to obtain control of
public affairs, or to avenge suffered
wrongs or grievances at the hands of
the whites, they will be visited with
swift and condign punishment. The
colored people are now free and will
be protected and respected as long as
they are obedient to the laws, but if
they resist the laws and shed blood
they must abide the consequences.”

* - * * * - ] ®

Governor Holden, in forwarding the
letter of the mayor of Wilmington to
General Ruger, commandant of his de-
partment, =said: “I earnestly appeal to
vou to take such steps as may seem
proper to you to prevent the appre-
hended result, and would suggest that
it would be of great advantage to arm
the police guard of New Hanover, and
also to place at the disposal of the city
authorities arms and ammunition,
With confidence that yvou do all that
is necessary and proper, I am,” ete, ete.

L ] L * L ] ® L L *®

July 17th Holden notified the presi-
dent that he had appointed about 2 WG
magistrates and mayors and comumis-
sjioners for the towns; that county
courts were organized and that he was
prepared to issue a proclamation for a
convention. He added: *“I will write
yecu at length by a special messenger
in a few days. I desire your approval
of a plan for administering the am-
ni:sty oath to the people of the state
and also your approval of my procla-
mation. I send these with my letter. I
think a convention may be assembled
October 10th. It could be called sooner,
but in so important a matter I think
I ought to proceed deliberately and
carefully.”

= - L ] L] ] ® - L ]

July 10th General Ruger was asked
to turn over to the civil authorities the
case of Marcom, who murdered a
freedman, ““as Chatham county is now
reorganized under the authority of the
provisional government of the state.”

* - L L L 3 L * -

July 21st the following telegram was
sent from Washington by George W.
Brooks to Holden: “My name is before
the proper department here for the of-
fice of district judge for North Caro-
lina. If vou can properly endorse me
for the position I would be pleased to
have your recommendation. Please an-
swer by telegraph.” Holden replied in
this telegram to the attorney general:
“The appointment of G. W. Brooks, of
Pasquotank, to the office of district
judge would be very acceptable to our
people. If Mr. Dick cannot hold the
office, I should be very glad to see Mr.
Brooks appointed. T also recommend
Jefferson Fisher (of Raleigh) for mar-
shal. He can take the oath and is
very well qualified.” He also telegraph-
ed Brooks: “Endorsement sent. 1 hope
yvou may be appointed.”

July 24th General Adelbert Ames, of
the Tenth army corps, wrote Holden as
follows: “In an interview I told you I
would let you know what action I
might take in the case of Marcom, a
citiz>n, who is held for killing a negro.
I was to leave him at the house of
Colonel Russ, and would have done so
could I have relied on the guard. 1
was informed yesterday that Mr. Mar-
com was at full liberty and walking
the streets. The fault was the guard’s,
not his own. A further investigation
of this case shows that the negro (Kkill-
ed) with the mule were coming toward
the place from which the mule was
ia 1»n and were met by Marcom and his
com:-anion. The negro dismounted and
approached Marcom slowly and guilti-
1y hung his head and told Marcom to
kill him if he wanted to. Marcom
snapped his pistol; it did not go off;
again the pistol was cocked, but snap-
ped again.: The third time Marcom’s
pistol obeyed his will and the negro
dinpped dead. The deliberation on the
part of Norcom, the enormity of the
crime and the demand for instant jus-
tice compel me to confine the man and
take the necessary steps to his trial.”

L - L L L ] - L ] ®
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den from the *“headquarters depart-
ment of North Carolina, army of the
Ohio,” informed him of the seizure of
gambling instruments made at New
Bern, July 22nd, and said: *“Although
the government of New Bern has been
turned over to the municipal authori-
ties, this fact does not deprive the mil-
itary authorities of their right of ‘in-
terfering in such government where
such interference scems to them to be
necessary. The seizure was made pur-
suant to instructions from the general
commanding.”
- L

Three citizens of Person were arrest-
ed and sent to Raleigh for trial by a
military court for assaulting a negro
named Currie. Holden begged General
Ruger to let the civil authorities of
Person try him. The general refused,
and in the course of his letter said:
“At the time of the arrest there were
no civil courts. I do not believe that
the military authorities would be bound
to obey writs of habeas corpus issued
by the state courts.”

L L - L ] L ] - E ] L ]

August 4th this letter was written
General Ruger by Lewis Hanes, pri-
vate secretary: “The great seal of this
state is missing from this office, and
from information which I have receiv-
ed from A. M. McPheeters, Esq., late
secretary of (he late rebel governor,
Vance, and also from Jonathan North,
Esq., treasurer of the state, T have
reason to believe that the great seal,
together with the letter books of the
rebel governor, Vance, was captured
by the United States troops at Greens-
boro. Mr. McPheeters states that the
great seal and the rebel governor's let-
ter hooks were packed In the same box,
and that this box was captured, and
Mr. Worth says that Major General
Cox told him that he had eaptured and
had in his possession the letter books.
My object in writing vou is to inquire
whether there is any chance of reviving
the seal, as it is difficult for the execu-
tive office to get along without it.”

= * * - = * » *

August 8§ Holden protested against
Ruger's decision as to the Person
county prisoners. He said: “I deem it
my duty to lay before the president our
disagrcement and a copy of this letter.”

* - ® & ® *® ® L 3

August 10th S. MeD. Tate, president
of the Western North Carolina rail-
road; Nathaniel Brvden, of the North
Carolina railroad; John D. Whitford, of
the Atlantie and North Carolina rail-
road; R. R. Bridgers, of the Wilming-
ton and Weldon railroad, and R. W.
LLassgiter, of the Raleigh and Gaston
railroad, gave notice of their readiness
to ecarry the mails. The rates were:

Wilmingten and Weldon, $100: the
North Carolina, Atlantic and North

Carolina, and Raleigh and Gaston, $50;
the Western North Carolina, 230 per
mile per vear. Colonel Tate said this
was less than the rate before the war.

* L ® * * L 3 - -

August 14th a letter was sent General
Ruger from I. C. Williams, a citizen of
Sampson, regarding affairs there. Hol-
den, in transmitting it, =said: *“The local
police of Sampson, and many other
counties, appear to me to be more or
less under the control of original se-
cessionists who were ultra pro-sglavery
in their views and who are not dispos-
ed, as the union men are, to do justice
to the freedmen. I ask that rigid in-
quiry be made and that the local police
be placed under the control of union
men. The latter not only submit un-
conditionally and cheerfully to the na-
tional authority, but trouble will be less
likely to arise between the two races if
they are in command.” F 4

- - ® . - L

R. I. Powers was sent to Washing-,
ton to look after the matter of getting
pardons for North Carolinians from
President Johnson. His first letter to
Holden is dated August 5th, and says:
“Your several letters and packages by
Messrs. Jones, Bryden, Sampson, Bry-
an and Wood have been received. The
president has not yet sent any more
pardons for our state save those of
Caldwell, Moore, Worth, Mason and
Bryden., William Johnson, of Char-
lotte, arrived Friday, very anxious for
his pardon. I told him I could do noth-
ing with wour recommendation. He
said he would write you that night.
Saturday morning, while in the East
room of the White house, with Miss
Johnson, her father came in with
Messrs. Hawkins and Mordecai, all
three of whom asked for an introduc-
tion to the president. As you had not
recommended either of them, I deter-
mined not to seek a private audience—
told them to remain while I went up
stairs to learn the prospects. On com-
ing down I found Hawkins and Morde-
cai in conversation with a stranger. 1
told them a private interview could nct
be had, but that at 2 o’clock the doors
would be opened, when 1 would intro-
duce them. I left them with Miss
Johnson, returned at 2, found her
father, but not Hawkins or Mordecai.
The afternoon papers announced that
the two latter had been pardoned. Yes-
terday I spoke to the president on the
subject. He said they represented
that they had not been engaged in the
rebellion, that they had been recom-
mended by you, but somehow their
papers had been lost or mislaid in the
attorney general’s office. 1 told him
that their statements were wholly un-
true. When Mr. Wood arrived at my
room this morning 1 was at the state
department with Mr. Bryden. Wood
came there and told me he had met a
man in the attorney general’s office who
had offered to get his pardon through
for $150. When we went into that of-
fice Wood pointed out the man, who I
recognized at once as the stranger who
was with Mordecai and Hawkins Sat-
urday evening. I learned that he was
a lawyer named Spud, a cousin of the
attorney general. Then the whole mat-
tzar of the pardons of Hawkins and
Mordecai was explained.”

® - = - - L

Powell also wrote: “It is determined
to divide North Carolina iato five, in-
stead of seven, revenue districts, leav-
ing the division entirely to you. Ar-
range it to suit yourself and send the
arrangement, with the names of such
persons as you desire appointed col-
lectors and assessors, and the copmis-
sioner has promised to earry your ar-
rangement into immediate effect.”

€ - * - = - L -

Powell went on to say that he met
Hedrick at the Whits house, who in-
troduced him to R. W. Chadwick, of
Beaufort, who had just been appointed
L collector of the district of Ocracoke. In
all cases where a man recommended by
you cannot go into office, no matter for
what reason, if with his declination
vou will send to me the name of a suc-
cessor I will thus keep the place filled
and leave no door open by which Hed-
rick can enter and interfere. Rumor
says Richardson will resign the mar-
shalship and Mason has spoken of giv-
ing up the district attorneyship. I hear
they and all your friends will remain
firm. Show no signs of weakness or

distrust. There is no immediate neces-
sity for opening the United States
courts Iz our state. In fact, I think it

. " R -y .
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out purporting to lLe telegrams from
Raleigh (I have the authority of the
assistant secretary of war for saying
they did not come by telegraph) are a
mere political rald of the radicals and
show their alarm. The articles In The
Progress are doing us no harm.”
- - L] - - L ] - .

August 22nd the following telegram
was received from President Johnson:
“Information comes to me that reports
are freely circulated in influential quar-
ters and where, without contradiction,
they are calculated to do harm. to the
effect that In appointments to office and
in recommendations for appointments
the three union men are totally ignored
and the provisional governors-are giv-
ing a decided preference to those who
have participated in the rebellion. The
object of such representation is to em-
barrass the government in its recon-
struction policy, and while I place no
reliance in such statements, I feel it
due to you to advise you of the ex-

and to impress upon you to the fullest
extent the importance of strengthening
the men of your state who have never
faltered in their allegiance to the gov-
ernment. Every opportunity should be
made available to have this known and
understood as your policy and deter-
mination.”

In reply, Holden said he had “in no
case shown any preference for persons
who had participated in the rebellion.”
He added that he had always been
careful to propose and appoint persons
who were originally union men. He
had made about 4,000 appointments.
He said he felt sure North Carolina
would present an acceptable constitu-
tion. He concluded: “The great body
of the people are loyval and submissive
to national authority. I know there are
malcontents, radicals and not good
men, who are engaged in misrepresent-
ing facts and fomenting strife for cer-
tain purposes.”

L L] L L] L ] L ] - L

August 30th Holden was notified that
Daniel M. Sherwood was appointed pos-
tal route agent between Charlotte and
Goldshoro, at $800 a year.

- - L

President Johnson wrote that he had
sent General Meade south to inspeect
all troops and assign them, and asked

Holden to confer with Meade as to
the disposition of troops in North Car-
olina.

- L L ] * » L L] L]

August 30th General Ruger was noti-
fied by the governor: *“T have issued a
proclamation calling a econvention Oe-
tober 2nd. T have to most respectfully
request that vou will give me the con-
trol of the capitol as early as con-
venient, that it may be put in order
for the use of the convention and that
vou will give such orders as will cause
the furniture, temporarily moved
therefrom, to be returned.”

L ] L] - L] L ] L L ]

August 31st, W. A. Albright, clerk
of Alamance, was notified that 140
union men of that county petitioned
for the removal of Jesse Gant and sev-
eral magistrates. Gant was chairman
of the county court. The complaint was
that these men were not loyal and that
loyal citizens refused to take oath be-
fore them. Holden appointed 17 ad-
ditional justices, "so as to give abso-
lute control to original union men.”

- - - L - - - L

September 6th a letter was sent from
Washington by Powell, the pardon
agent, in which he referred to the Mor-
decal and Hawkins pardons, and sald:
“The president thought that in this
case, inasmuch as the acceptance of
the pardons had been filed in the state
department, he would not revoke the
pardons. He has no objection to your
taxing them as you think best.”
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Powell £oid he pressed the president
to issue pardons more rapidly, and
added: “He is pursuing a policy in re-
gard to pardons. He knows the radical
strength in congress, He knows and
feels that a war between congress and
himself Is inevitable. But he wisely in-
tends to act so as to compel congress
to make the assault.” Powell said he
hoped to have matters in such a shape
that people in the eastern part of the
state could get possession of their
property, improperly held by the freed-
man’s bureau. Powell said in conclud-
ing a long letter: “All petitions for par-
dons approved by you, save those of
members of the rebel congress, Gen-
eral Barringer and Captain Guthrie,
have passed the offices of the attorney
general and the secretary of state and
are now at the White house, awaiting
the president's signature. He says he
will sign as soon as he can.”
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Writing from Greensboro September
12th, Major Pierce, of the 128th India-
na regiment, notified the governor of a
riot in Randolph, at a sale, in which
sixty men in the presence of Sheriff
Rush and a provisional magistrate
named B. A. Sellars, set upon and beat
Alfred Smith. Smith brought this let-

ter.
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There was great fear of cholera get-
ting into the state and special orders
were given Generals Cook and Palne to
guard against its entrance.
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September 13th, Holden wrote Dr.
Powell, pardon agent: *“I have no ob-
jection to the pardon of General Young,
but it ought not to be done while the
applications of s0o many of our partic-
ular friends are pending, for whom I
have made specials. I have asked for
some fifty or sixty, many of wnom are
candidates and cannot take their seats
in the convention unless their pardons
are forwarded at once. Send them by
express and let General Young's be
mentioned in the papers when their's
are mentioned.”

- - - - L - - L

September 16th Governor Holden
asked the government to raise a steam
ram, sunk in Neusge river. The sec-
retary of the treasury wrote him that
the matter had been put in the hands
of Special Agent David Heaton.

September 16th the secretary of the
treasury wrote that the railway from
Danville to Greensboro had come into
posses=sion of the treasury department,
as captured and abandoned property,
and he added: *“I am informed this
road was built by the late confederate
authorities for military purposes; that
most of the rolling stock was manufac-
tured by and for those authorities, the
balance having been transferred from
other roads in the scuth. Some of the
engines and cars are now claimed by
the Central Virginia railroad, as prop-
erty taken by the conféderate author-
ities without its consent. The road is
said to be substantially built, in good
condition, and of great importance for
the ordinary purpose of travel and
traffic. Please give me your views as
to the proper disposition to be made
of this road.”
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September 15th Thomas 1. Person tel-
egraphed from Weldon: “Why have
I not been pardoned as well as John B.
Odom, I. W. Newsom, Samuel Calvert
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tended circulation they have gained '

Odom

.~ B

agalnst Odom and Dr. Wihliam Par-.
row, as candidates for delegates to the
| state convention would be delayed.
[ ] L] [ ] L] L] L ] L ] -
Rev. C. H. Wiley September 15th sub-
mited a report as state superintendeat
of public Instruction, but was notified
there was no longer such an office,"“the :
president and cabinet having decided 5
that all the offices of the late state -

i

E government had lost thelr positions om
‘mutotthenbduonormm-
:

September 21st Holden wrote to the .
prosident: “T have decided that as 1
i persons who belong to the excluded
| classes cannot vote, so they cannot sig
in the convention unless they exhibik
their pardon. Ex-Governor G
of Orange, in a letter holds that un-
pardoned persons can sit In the con-
vention. He declines being a candd-
| date, but urges this view. Am I right

or wrong?"
21st the governor asked

September
the government to release the railway

' from Danville to Greenshoro teo the
company. The governor of Virginia ;
Joined In the request.
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September 22nd General Meade wrote
that he was glad to hear of the good
condition of affairs Iin North Carlina,
He said there had been disorder in the
western counties and that Geoerald
Ruger had sent a cavalry regimeng
there, General Meade added, like the
thorough soldier he was: 1 hop= yom
will Impress on your people that the
military are in the state for thelr scenur-
ity and not for their oppression.*™
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Soptember 23rd Holden  wrots the
president: “The news s In from bhailf
the states as to the election of delegnateos
to the convention, The result is very
gratifyving. Such men as Pearsomn,
Heade, Dick, Moore, Warren, Donoell,
Dockery, Caldwell, Brown, Philitps,
I]".---]. _}1_\':11111‘1, Settle, Boyden, Thonp-
{ son, Buxton, Lash, Starbuck, Gilliamn,
!t::;.u---.:!. Wright, and Smith of Jaba-
| Ston, also Logan and Harrie. Pleass
have pardone forwarded for the follow-
ing members-elect: John Pool, Daniel
: L. Russell, Sr.,, M. McGehee, M. i
Manly, D. G. MacRae (not D. K AL
| B. Bames, Johin B, Odom, Alfred Dyoeike

ery, '!'. Yerki: C. L. Harris, C J.
Cowles, ali scund and all but one or
two ultra teon men, I look for =
shaort and Yarmonfous gees) The

ultra union, or U treictest sect' s ntiroemt
will ¢ontrol in cverything.”
- - -

- - -

’l‘!l‘i.-' telegram was sent M. E. M mly
at New Ban: “"Having heard of your

election to the convention, 1 have tele-
graphed the president for YOur ar-
don, which I hope to receive Iwfore

October Ind, Tas president agrces wi‘h

me that an unpardoned person cannog
sit In the convention.”
L ] - - -

September 23rd an outrage was com-

mitted on Walter Dunn, at Kinaton, by
negro soldiers, and at Concord an at- 3
tack was made on negroes at Concord. 4
General Ruger was notified. Holden in- '

sisted on “justice to both races”™ The

company which assaulted Dunn was re-
moved.
L L]

September 25th the president was
sent this letter: “Please Include in the
list of pardons of members-elect to the
convention A, A, McKoy. His applica-
tion is filed, marked ‘suspended.” But
he is thoroughly sound. I am Very sor-

ry to state that R. M. Pearson has
been deported.”

fepteomber 28th D, D. DCerabee, T. J. ‘
Jarvis and C. W. Wood were appointed
state directors of the Atlantic and
Chesapeake canal,
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October 2nd Holden wrote Ruger
that a car loaded with muskets and
ammunition left standing on a siding at
Auburn, Wake county, had been open-
e by negroes and the contents distri-
bu 1 among them:; “and that they
wer - shooting through the country to

the ( rror and annoyance of the citi-
zens,"

L ] L ] - -
October 18th, in a telegram to Holden,
the president said: “"Every dollar eof
the debt created to aid the rebelllon
against the U. 8. should be repudiated
finally and forever. The great mass of
the people should not be taxed to pAy
a debt to aid in carrying on a rebelljon
which they, in fact, if left to themselves
were opposed to. Let those who have '
given their means for the obligations 2
of the State look to that power they
tried to esablish in violation of inw,
constitution and will of the people,
They must meet thelr fate.” This ted-
€gram was at once sent to E. G. Reade,
president of the convention and imid@
before that body. |
e ® ° ° ® ® w - i

October 17th a telegram from B
Clark, Hart & Clark and L. F. John~
son at Eufalla, Ala., said: "The mili-
tary are taking the cotton in our ware-
houses which belonged to the state of 4
North Carolina. Holden telegraphed '
the secretary of the treasury: Hon W_ -
H. Seward, by order of the presidemt, '
dated July Sth, authorized me to take
possession of rosin and other articies,
as well as funds, lying about in QiNer-
ent places, in the state and elsewbewe,
not reduced to possession by the United
States officers as insurgent properiy. I
have relied mainly on this property to
defray the inevitable expenses of the
state government during the contima—
ance of the provisional government. X
regret that you direct your officers to

abstain from selzing the cotton™
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November 28th Governor Holden de-
clined to authorize the Wilmington and
Manchester railroad to lssue preferred
stock. He said: "It must depend upom
its credit, like other roads, to build it-
self up.

. » . -

8. F. Phill speaker of the house, h
December 2nd sent a resolution askinge e
for information as to “govern:.emi
horges and mules,” Holden asked
Ruger for information, but wrote "hil.

fe

I'JS.

lips December 4th that he had ne E
favorable answer, A
. L] . [ ] L] L ] - >
December 11th E. L. Pomberton was
appointed “‘state proxy for the PFay-
etteville and Western plank road.”
- L] . L L ] L . >

December 19th  Superintendent B
Wilkes, of the North Carolina railroad,
was told If he did not stop the high
charges on state rosin, which was bhe-
ing shipped north via Goldshoro, fas
sale, he would be removed, and thay
the charges would not be pald.
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December 21st the mayor of Raleigh
was authorized to Impose a fulr tmax
on hotels, hucksters, Brokers and livery
stables, .

. . ° . . . ] - !

Rev. Dr. James Phillips wrote ex-
pressing his regret that there was ne
marriage license for negroes. Govers-
or Holden accordingly issued a procie-
mation to that effect, directing counly

> e a

-

? t '

-



